
 

Lane County Climate Advisory Committee 
June 1st, 2022 2-4 PM  

Zoom 
Members: Sarah Altemus-Pope, Kim Forrest, Guen DiGioia, Dr. M Jackson—Chair, Melinda Montgomery, 
Tao Orion, Samantha Roberts, Rob Zako  

Members Absent: Eloise Parish-Mueller—Co-Chair, Commissioner Joe Berney, David Eisler 

Lane County Staff: Mark Nystrom, Cody Kleinsmith 

Introductions  
 
Action Item Approve May Minutes 
 Moved by: Tao Orion 
 Seconded by: Samantha Roberts 
 Vote: 7 Aye’s, 0 Naye’s 
  
Public Comment  

- Comment by Mike Allen: The Parks Advisory Committee worked with LC Parks to come up with 
a series of town hall meetings over the last week or so. These were focused on discussions 
about sustainable ways to support our parks. They’re discussing a levee and want feedback on 
what things should go into that levee. With the Elders Climate Action Oregon Chapter I was 
invited to attend the climate change town hall in Cottage Grove. I was really pleased to see 
Mark and Tao there and providing their input. 350 Eugene was also at that event and we’re 
looking to form a collaborative with them to support and energize work across Lane County. I’m 
also involved in the Florence Climate Emergency Campaign. We now have 925 signatories on our 
petition. I’ve shared a declaration of Climate Emergency with the City Council and we’re really 
moving on that front. We’re also looking forward to the workshop with the Climate Equity and 
Resilience Task Force. 

- Comment by Patty Hine: I wanted to elaborate a little on what Mike Allen just shared. We’re 
meeting tomorrow on Zoom at 1 pm with a variety of groups over Zoom to discuss the climate 
collaborative. Next month I’ll return to tell you what we talked about! 

 
Bicycle Master Plan  
Becky Taylor, Lane County Transportation Planner, provided a presentation of the Bike Master Plan. 
Please see the June Meeting Materials for a copy of the presentation. 

- Comment by Rob Zako: My organization will be writing a letter of support for this plan. I would 
be happy to provide some language for a letter for this committee in advance of our meeting in 
July. 

o Response by Chair Dr. M Jackson: If we can get this from you about two weeks before 
our next meeting so we can all get a look at it that would be great. 

 Climate Advisory Committee 
 Moving the County’s Climate Agenda Forward 



 
- Comment by Kim Forrest: I would encourage Becky to put in some more specific language about 

how this plan would support climate change work relevant to this body. 
o Response by Chair Dr. M Jackson: Becky could you unpack a little bit about the impacts 

of climate change. 
 Response from Becky Taylor: That wasn’t a specific inventory or study, but I 

would point to Phase 2 of the Climate Action Plan and the math and details in 
there to bridge this plan and the greenhouse gas emissions. 

 Response from Rob Zako: Feels like we’re having this conversation backwards by 
talking about the specific details first. 60% of the greenhouse gas emissions in 
Lane County are from transportation. If you live in rural Lane County, the reality 
right now is you have to drive. What we want to make possible is that people 
have choices and bicycling is one of them. 

 Response from Kim Forrest: This is not necessary, but I would be interested in 
how much of that transportation number comes from rural commuting. Would 
be nice to know what percentage of that comes from rural transportation and 
commuting for some additional context. 

• Response from Mark Nystrom: We don’t have that granular data. We 
know that folks in rural communities have longer distances to travel on 
average, but our data comes from gas station sales so it’s impossible to 
get that granular of data. 

- Comment by Sarah: I just want to comment and put in support for the plan. A lot of great 
engagement happened and it’s a great plan. Locally here in Oakridge just those changes out 
here for Oakridge and Westfir would bring bountiful safety and use improvements to us. 

- Comment by Samantha Roberts: I’m excited to dive into some of these details on the website. I 
was curious, one of the entities that you reached out to was the Chambers. One of the benefits 
you talked about was also enhanced tourism and economic development in our rural 
communities. Could you speak on that? 

o Response from Becky Taylor: Travel Lane County was on our technical advisory 
committee and they provided some fantastic data about the benefits of strategies like 
that and their impact on economic developments. 

o Response by Tao Orion: Living in Cottage Grove where there has been a dedicated 
investment in bike infrastructure for tourism has had a big impact. 

- Comment by Mark Nystrom: The dollars that we applied for bike infrastructure isn’t necessarily 
in competition for road projects correct? Is there separate pots of money for bike projects or are 
they typically amendments to road paving and improvement moneys?  

o Shoulder widening is something that Lane County could implement because it makes 
our roads safer for everyone. There are some discreet funding sources for walking and 
biking infrastructure, so I don’t necessarily see these projects competing with needs in 
the Lane County system. They could compete at the statewide system level. 

- Comment by Tao Orion: In your data collection process, I wonder if you got a sense in this 
process of how many additional bike riders we could expect if this plan were to be fully 
implemented? 

o Response by Becky Taylor: I’ve been contacting some of my peers from other agencies 
about how to increase ridership and I’m sure there are some great studies that will 
return from that, but I don’t yet have good data to predict an increase in ridership and 
mode shift. 



 
- Comment by Chair Dr. M Jackson: I love to bike and Oakridge has some of the best road rides 

out here. Lane County is incredibly lucky in our variety of choices for biking. From an economic 
development perspective we see benefits everywhere there is good biking. Is your plan is 
looking at that different type of uses and how to increase those? Or are we looking at more 
transportation and the connectivity? 

o Response by Becky Taylor: This plan is really focusing on the transportation system, but 
we heard from a lot of people about things like old logging roads and other recreational 
opportunities. We have several studies going on that front, so those are future efforts, 
but they’re not quite there yet. 

- Comment by Rob Zako: I’d like to circle back to funding. First you need to decide what you need 
to do and what needs to be done. So really we’re not talking about funding yet but talking about 
our need and our direction first before figuring out where the money comes from. In addition, 
there are lots of different pots of money from federal and state infrastructure have strings 
attached that limit what they can be used for. In this particular case, we’re talking about making 
improvements to roads in Lane County, so creating that space for bicyclists is multi-beneficial 
and can help us get more diverse funding streams. 

o Response by Samantha Roberts: Are there opportunity costs associated with this plan? 
A master plan is not necessarily saying we have a great plan and all the money to go and 
then do these things. Instead, they guide projects when there are opportunities for 
funding to show that we know what we want to do and have popular and elected 
support. At some point, there will be things that are included and some things that are 
removed from this plan. In addition, car culture is a thing. I don’t know if all this money 
that goes towards bike infrastructure is balancing the needs of the small biker 
population and larger driving population. 
 Response from Becky Taylor: I don’t have a perfect answer for that question. 

What pops into my mind is that Lane County focuses our portion of the gas tax 
on fixing what we have. So, we would need to look at that opportunity cost if we 
are unsuccessful in securing grant funding. I don’t know that these projects that 
are on existing roadways would be challenged by people who drive because we 
don’t have expansion projects on our county system roads right now. 

 Response from Rob Zako: I was saying in response to opportunity cost, if we 
think in the context of what bicycle users want. The BMP has substantially not 
gone with off road paths and focused on existing networks and the tweaks we 
can make to those. 

 Response from Sarah Altemus-Pope: The thing with off-road paths too is the 
snow and blowdown concerns of the off-road paths. If we want something that 
is accessible to people year round, using roads that are regularly plowed and 
maintained is I think the right way to go. In addition, thinking about equity and 
access there are people who don’t have options to drive. I think if it is built then 
people will come. 

• Response from Becky Taylor: Yes, the Westfir-Oakridge Road is a priority 
on the path and generally I agree with everything you’ve said. 

 Response from Rob Zako: Looking more broadly, Lane County has a 
transportation system with a wide range of uses. The way we look at that is a 
transportation system plan that looks at all of those modes. What I understand 
is that this plan will be adopted on its own and also included in the TSP. Bottom 



 
line, we don’t have enough money to do everything we want to do, but in the 
TSP we discuss and select between those tradeoffs. 

- Comment by Guen DiGioia: I hear you about the tradeoffs. I think a tradeoff could be that if 
we’re using the road for bikes more than we are for cars then there is less wear and tear and 
less need for those upkeep costs. When it comes to education and outreach, especially in rural 
places like Oakridge, we see a lot of bikers come through, but we also know there are a lot of 
students who don’t have bikes who live here. Are there efforts looking at making biking more 
accessible for people down the line? Also, will there be awareness efforts to tell people living 
there that these paths are safer and more accessible? 

o Response by Becky Taylor: My first thought is something like E-Bikes which are more 
accessible but also more expensive. Are there programs we can investigate to support a 
wider implementation in the future? Also agree that education is needed for more 
support. 

- Comment by Melinda Montgomery: I love that this plan focuses on the rural. I wish my 
commute was shorter, but at the same time I work 25 miles away and don’t think I want to bike 
every day. I think in these corridors like Elmira-Veneta or Westfir-Oakridge are great 
opportunities to be effective. I think we need to recognize that some of these roads are not 
safe, and when there is a large influx of recreational bicyclists on the roads it can be dangerous 
for everyone involved. Seeing some focus on some tactical, less expensive routes is I think the 
best way forward. 

- Comment by Mike Allen (Attendee): Will there be inclusions for electric bike charging stations 
on long distance routes? We’re seeing an influx of that here in Florence. 

o Response by Becky Taylor: That is not part of the project list for the TSP amendments, 
but it is an implementation recommendation in the Bicycle Master Plan. A program like 
that would require partnership with another agency to accomplish. 

- Comment by Chair Dr. M Jackson: What would be the ideal scenario for what this committee 
can do to move this plan forward? 

o Response by Becky Taylor: I would love to have a letter of support that correlates with 
your priorities. Connecting our priorities and yours will really help. 

 
Climate Resilience Plan Update  
 Cody Kleinsmith, Lane County Climate Resilience Analyst, and Paige Hopkins, Beyond Toxics, Climate 
Justice Organizers provided an overview of the Climate Resilience Work. For details, please refer to the 
meeting materials. The two organizations are holding a community strategies meeting on June 25th at 
the Hilyard Community Center in Eugene from 9:30 AM to 2 PM. Lunch will be provided. 
 
CAC Member Updates & Announcements 

- Update from Sarah Altemus Pope: Quick call back to our last meeting, the organization I’m 
working with has secured money for about 300 acres of fuel reduction around our community. 
There’s still a lot to do and some prescribed burning that we’ll have to catch up on next year. 
We’re finalizing a contract with ODF to do some community firewise work around people’s 
homes. We’re having a community wildfire safety night this Friday and everyone is welcome! 
We’ll have a whole host of people and resources there for what people can do around their 
homes. We’re hosting a field trip to an ODF site where they’re doing some Potential Operational 
Delineations pilot studies near some roadways outside of Oakridge. 



 
- Update from Tao Orion: We had a town hall in mid-May which was great and we got a lot of 

great turnout. We successfully lobbied Cottage Grove who adopted the Climate Challenge 
website for our community for members to monitor their carbon footprints online. 

- Update from Rob Zako: The DLCD adopted a new rulemaking process that affects urban areas 
and the transportation and environmental planning subject areas. 

- Update from Samantha Roberts: It’s legislation days, so I’ll put the link the chat for that. Lot of 
great conversations and meetings going on with Legislators this week and I would encourage 
folks to do that! 

 
Adjourn 3:35 PM 

 
Next Meeting: July 6th, 2-4 PM   

Zoom 
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