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APPENDIX

Community Suggested Actions

The following recommendations were provided by 
the Lane County Climate Advisory Committee. Some 
of these actions are identi!ed as high impact practices 
and were evaluated for potential greenhouse gas 
reduction. However, due to capacity constraints and 
lack of readily available data for analysis, some actions 
were not analyzed for cumulative greenhouse gas 
reduction potential.

Transportation

The Lane County Climate Advisory Committee (CAC) 
made these general recommendations regarding 
transportation:

1. Engagement with the Public/Promote Equity in 
Transportation Planning—Lane County should 
ensure public involvement and equity in transpor-
tation policies. 

2. Leverage Existing Transportation Funding and 
Infrastructure and Facilitate Intergovernmental 
Relationships—Lane County should leverage its 
key regional role to work with regional, state, and 
federal partners to acquire appropriate funding of 
climate-focused transportation policies and plans 
throughout the county in collaboration with cities 
and agencies. 

3. Invest in transportation capital projects and 
programs—Lane County should make invest-
ments that reduce carbon emissions to meet its 
GHG reduction goal of carbon neutral by 2040.

Engagement with the Public/Equity in Trans-
portation Planning.

The CAC recommended that Lane County should 
adopt practices and benchmarks to ensure: 

• Full and fair participation in the transportation 
decision-making process. 

• Support for Lane County cities as they develop 
equitable development policies to support growth 
and development near existing and planned high 
capacity transit to prevent displacement and retain 
a"ordable housing near transit.

• County sta" and Lane County cities include health, 
safety, and equity outcomes in transportation and 
land-use planning. 

• County sta" utilize the Social Cost of Carbon as a 
metric to evaluate public investment decisions and to 
inform regulatory impact analyses. 

• County sta" will be guided by Environmental Justice 
principles to ensure inclusion, equity and access in 
transportation planning.

• Policies that avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate dispro-
portionately high and adverse environmental, social, 
and economic e"ects. 

Leverage Existing Transportation Funding and Infra-
structure and Facilitate Intergovernmental Relationships.

The CAC also recommends that Lane County should 
facilitate planning and funding opportunities to: 

• Partner with Lane County cities to assess the 
alignment with of Transportation System Plans with 
the county’s climate goals. 

• Include estimates of carbon emissions in evaluations 
of major planning scenarios, Comprehensive Plan and 
Transportation System Plan decisions.

• Engage transportation management associations, 
property managers, employers, homeowner’s associ-
ations, and community groups to develop and market 
transit passes, ride-sharing, and other programs that 
support travel options 

• Research and incorporate tools such as the Social 
Cost of Carbon and Lifecycle Carbon Emissions to 
foster consistent consideration of greenhouse gas 
emissions impacts and opportunities to reduce them 
when updating and implementing transportation 
and land-use plans. 

• Consult with emergency management and 
preparedness, land-use, and transportation repre-
sentatives to create a county-wide and cross-sector 
climate resiliency plan. 

• Partner with transportation planners and representa-
tives to consider all modes and aspects of the trans-
portation system, including air, marine, rail (freight 
and passenger), road, transit, bicycle, and pipelines in 
development. 
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Invest in transportation capital projects and 
programs that reduce carbon emissions to 
reach the County’s GHG reduction goal of 4.8% 
by 2040. Lane County will work with regional, 
state, and federal partners to: 

• Reduce vehicle miles traveled per capita. 

• Prioritize investments in public transit, pedestrian, 
and cycling improvements and system mainte-
nance and support active transportation, including 
long-range electric bikes in active transportation 
planning and infrastructure in urban and rural 
communities. 

• Work with the Oregon Department of Transportation, 
legislators and other stakeholders to identify appro-
priate strategies to bring infrastructure improvements 
to county and state highways to improve safety and 
e#ciency for bike, electric vehicles and bus transit.

• Invest in “Roadways to Pathways” Projects by 
converting orphan or retired highways into recreation 
destinations for hiking, biking and environmental 
education such as Old Highway 36 or the “Blachly 
Mountain Forest Loop.”  

• Secure opportunities to subsidize EV purchase and 
ownership and expanded EV charging infrastructure. 

• Support the Safe Routes to School Program in rural 
communities.

The following ideas were generated during meetings 
with city and county employees, utilities, subject 
matter experts and other government employees 
or during the virtual engagement meetings. These 
actions are identi!ed as possible near term solutions 
for reducing greenhouse gas emissions to be 
explored more in the future. However, due to capacity 
constraints these were not analyzed for cumulative 
greenhouse gas reduction potential.

Limit car-centric road development and prioritize 
protected space for active transportation.

Several community members voiced concerns over 
the long-term impact of expanding infrastructure for 
fossil-fuel driven automobiles and trucks. The concern 
is by expanding infrastructure more people will 
continue to rely on greenhouse gas emitting forms 
of transportation. Studies have shown that increasing 
the number of lanes in a highway induces demand for 
the roadway, resulting in more drivers.

In addition, expanding parking requirements and 
regulations enable more people to drive to locations 

rather than looking for other alternatives. Community 
members stated a desire to see parking requirements 
re-evaluated. Additionally, several pointed out that 
on-street parking often takes up space that could be 
used for bike lanes and parked cars make cyclists feel 
unsafe. Community members stated that it would be 
better for communities to invest in protected spaces 
for active transportation and support public transpor-
tation options.

Other members encouraged an incentive approach 
by encouraging businesses to o"er some sort of 
incentive for those who use active transportation to 
get to work. Active transportation has health bene!ts 
in addition to reducing greenhouse gas reductions. 
Community members also suggested that businesses 
should o"er free bus passes for employees who were 
willing to take public transportation to work.

Lane County Actions—Lane County o#cials will 
continue to actively engage in groups like the 
Metropolitan Planning Organization and Lane Area 
Commission on Transportation to ensure that these 
views are expressed.

Expand the bicycling infrastructure by creating 
contiguous intra-city biking paths that are 
optimized for connecting key destinations, 
such as schools, and intercity biking paths 
connecting cities across Lane County.

Community members voiced strong opinions about 
Lane County encouraging more bike paths within the 
cities of Lane County to ensure that riders and rollers 
feel comfortable and safe using the infrastructure. 
While Lane County has no jurisdiction within city 
limits, they will continue to support e"orts made by 
cities to expand multiuse paths and bike lanes. 

Lane County is also currently working on a Bicycle 
Master Plan that will outline a series of priorities for 
Lane County infrastructure. Information on this plan 
can be found here. While inter-city bike paths will 
be unlikely to reduce commute-related emissions it 
will provide a range of other co-bene!ts including 
economic development.

Participants in the public engagement meetings 
did acknowledge that active transportation can be a 
barrier for senior county residents and residents with 
mobility concerns. Participants suggested electric 
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bikes might provide increased mobility and access for 
these residents.

Finally, community members discussed that in addition 
to bike lanes and multiuse paths, destinations within the 
county need bike racks and safe last-mile connections.

Lane County Actions—Lane County will continue to 
develop a bicycle master plan, support and encourage 
cities to continue to expand active transit infra-
structure, and convene stakeholders on developing 
intercity bike routes to reduce vehicle miles traveled 
and encourage biking-related tourism.

Support denser development in existing 
neighborhoods.

Lane County’s largest source of greenhouse gas 
emissions comes from transportation, and land use 
regulations have a great deal to do with that. When 
communities are spread out residents need to rely on 
automobiles in order to meet the needs of day-to-day 
life. When communities can be developed with more 
density and include housing and commercial space, 
public transit and active transit become more feasible 
and cost e"ective. 

Many community members believe that elected 
o#cials and the public need more education when it 
comes to the relationship between land use planning 
and transportation emissions. Lane County sta" will 
continue to work with other stakeholders to ensure 
that this message is being delivered to elected o#cials 
and members of the public.

Lane County Actions—Support communities as 
they address housing density issues such as accessory 
dwelling units and encouraging more density in the 
form of duplexes, triplexes and other higher capacity 
building such as mixed-use neighborhoods. Lane 
County will also develop educational materials to help 
elected o#cials and the public learn more about the 
relationship between land use planning/zoning and 
transportation emissions.

Increase bus and train ridership through 
increased capacity to support inter- and 
intra-city travel.

Increasing mass transit ridership is included in 
the high impact practices described in the previous 
section. However, intercity mass transit options were 

not evaluated. Community members stated the need 
for increased capacity for transportation between the 
cities within Lane County and from Lane County to 
other communities around the region.

Coastal residents stated that there is a need for more 
capacity on the routes between the Coast and the 
Willamette Valley and along the Coast. The Columbia 
River Gorge Express was used as an example and 
people stated the need for patience as it takes time 
to establish a system and will have the co-bene!t of 
economic development by encouraging tourism. 

Other community members pointed out that for 
many rural residents public transportation is not a 
viable option. Several members pointed out that 
routine car trips that might take a couple hours could 
result in day-long trips if existing mass transit systems 
were utilized. In addition, participants pointed out that 
older generations are not familiar with bus systems 
and can be intimidated by accessing the services.

Lane County Actions—Lane County will continue 
to support Lane Transit District and the Lane Council 
on Government in their e"orts to increase ridership. 
In addition, Lane County will convene stakeholders to 
investigate increased capacity for intercity buses and 
railways.

Convene and coordinate e!orts by Lane 
County businesses to develop GHG reduction 
plans for travel and commuting.

Some community members suggested that Lane 
County work with the various Chambers of Commerce 
and local businesses to help them develop greenhouse 
gas reduction plans. Some suggested ideas include 
limiting air travel for longer $ights, o"er telecom-
muting options, explore the use of electric bicycles 
and electric-based currier services for delivery, o"er 
rewards to employees who use active or mass trans-
portation, and other social work place-based incen-
tives and competitions to encourage less commuting 
and business travel.

Lane County Actions—Lane County, in conjunction 
with local partners, will develop educational materials 
to help local businesses reduce their transportation 
related greenhouse gas emissions. Lane County will 
then work with Bring’s ReThink Business Program to 
distribute these materials.
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Emissions testing with a fee at registration 
every two years for all internal combustion 
engine cars and trucks.

Community members supported Lane County 
mandating emissions testing every two years for all 
internal combustion engine cars and trucks after a 
certain date. Once electric vehicles are widely available 
and cost competitive, Lane County would require that 
as part of the registration process residents would be 
required to pass an emissions test and be charged a fee. 
These fees could then be used to support Lane County 
transportation investments and would encourage the 
transition to less impactful electric vehicles.

This action is regressive in that it impacts low 
income vehicle owners more so than those who have 
higher incomes and can more readily absorb the cost. 
Additionally, low income residents are less likely to 
invest in an EV and will be more likely to be using the 
lower capital cost fossil fueled vehicles. This inequity 
would need to be addressed before taking action.

Lane County Actions—Lane County will mandate 
emissions testing at registration every two years no 
later than 2030. 

Increase costs of using fossil fuel vehicles 
through taxes.

Similar to the suggestion above, another action 
would be to impose a fossil fuel-based tax on sales 
of fuel. When renewable and biodiesel are widely 
available and cost competitive, it was suggested that a 
sales tax per gallon of diesel sold in the county could 
be implemented to encourage the use of renewable 
diesel. Likewise, when EVs are widely available and 
cost competitive, Lane County could pass a per gallon 
of gasoline tax. 

The funds from this revenue raising action would be 
reinvested in the Lane County transportation system.

The gasoline tax is regressive in that it impacts low 
income vehicle owners more so than those who have 
higher incomes and can more readily absorb the cost. 
Additionally, low income residents are less likely to 
invest in an EV and will be more likely to be using the 
lower capital cost fossil fueled vehicles. This inequity 
would need to be addressed before taking action. 
Since there will be a price-competitive non-fossil 

diesel substitute this action would not be considered 
regressive.

Lane County Actions—Lane County will mandate 
fossil fuel sale taxes no later than 2030. 

Telecommuting as an alternative to 
commuting.

Community members stated that telecommuting 
is one of the best options for rural residents to access 
a variety of work opportunities. However, they were 
concerned about the barriers to reliable high-speed 
internet that can handle video conferencing and 
other high data demands. Through infrastructure 
investments in broadband and satellite technologies, 
rural residents could expand their work options while 
reducing vehicle miles traveled. Additionally, as the 
COVID pandemic continues, having access to high 
speed internet provides rural residents not only work 
options, but access to news and information and 
opportunities for contact-less shopping.

During one conversation it was pointed out that 
several employers o"ered employees the opportunity 
to telecommute during the pandemic. Many of the 
rural and small town residents did not have su#cient 
high speed internet to meet the needs of the job 
and had to continue going into the o#ce despite the 
associated risk.

Lane County Actions—Lane County will continue to 
support local e"orts to expand high speed internet 
access across the county.

Energy Used In Buildings

Address small, rural homes energy usage

Both utilities and community members voiced 
concerns regarding rural homes, particularly manufac-
tured homes that are poorly insulated and ine#ciently 
heated. Most of these home owners do not have the 
resources to make energy e#ciency upgrades and 
end up spending a disproportionate amount of their 
income on electrical bills. Some of the utilities serving 
rural Lane County pointed out that some of their 
largest residential customers come from ine#cient, 
older manufactured homes.

Providing assistance to upgrade or replace these 
homes would not only reduce greenhouse gas 
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emissions associated with electricity use, but would 
reduce monthly bills and improve resident’s quality 
of life. Unfortunately, this is a large problem that will 
be very complex to solve. The Oregon Housing and 
Community Services Agency has an Energy Services 
department and utilities o"er incentives but there is a 
need for facilitation between the various agencies and 
utilities serving Lane County.

Lane County Action: Lane County will convene 
a group of stakeholders to address the needs of 
manufactured and older homeowners to determine 
the next steps in addressing these inequities. 

Increased investments in solar photovoltaic 
(solar power.)

Community members stated a strong support for 
incentives for solar energy installation and usage. The 
!rst action would be to incentivize or coordinate more 
community solar programs in the county. Community 
solar is a program where a utility or third-party installs 
a larger solar array and community members are able 
to buy individual portions/panels. This can be done 
either with a single payment or a series of payments 
over time, depending on how the program is designed. 
Recently Central Lincoln Public Utility District o"ered a 
community solar program in the Florence area which 
quickly sold out. Central Lincoln was able to o"er 
lower costs because the prices were partially covered 
by grants. However, other utilities could o"er similar 
programs.

Another action suggested was encouraging local 
electrical utilities to strengthen rooftop solar incen-
tives; particularly when coupled with electric vehicle 
charging. Currently all utilities state that they have 
enough power generation and that they sell excess 
electricity on the open market. Rooftop solar is more 
expensive for them to buy than they are able to sell 
the excess electricity. That means the utility loses 
money when more people install home solar and all 
rate payers end up paying more to cover the costs. 
However, existing electrical generation levels may be 
variable in the future, so rooftop solar o"ers reliable, 
local generation sources. Additionally, rooftop solar 
o"ers resilience for homeowners in times of natural 
disasters or power outages if coupled with battery 
storage. This action clearly needs more investigation 
and the !nancing model needs to be evaluated.

Community micro-grids were also encouraged. 
A microgrid is a group of homes and/or businesses 
that are connected with energy generation such 
as solar within a de!ned area. The microgrid can be 
connected to the overall electrical grid but is treated 
as a single unit like a home or a business. A microgrid 
can connect and disconnect from the grid to enable 
it to operate in both grid-connected or island-mode 
depending on the needs of the members. The advan-
tages of a microgrid include local resilience and 
control over the generation. However, this idea does 
not !t well within the current electrical utility model 
and important barriers such as regulatory framework, 
funding of infrastructure, and cost sharing all need to 
be overcome. 

Lane County Actions: Lane County is currently 
assessing land holdings that could host community 
solar projects. Additionally, Lane County will continue 
to connect electrical utilities with other entities 
within the county to encourage investment in solar 
projects. Lane County will work to educate residents, 
businesses, and other stakeholders of the value and 
importance of solar power development.

Support electri"cation and disincentivize 
natural gas usage. 

Community members emphasized their desire for 
electri!cation in buildings that are currently using 
natural gas. They proposed that Lane County should 
support a moratorium on new gas infrastructure for 
residential and commercial usage. Additionally, the 
community members suggested that the state should 
o"er tax credits for home electri!cation can be an 
incentive for reducing gas usage. Related, community 
members stated that Energy Trust of Oregon should 
o"er incentives for fuel switching from natural gas to 
electricity.

They also voiced a desired that Lane County 
encourage utilities to o"er incentives for installation 
of heat pump water heaters.  Additionally, they felt 
that Lane County should advocate on a state-wide 
level for regulation on renewable heat pump refrig-
erants to ensure that high global warming potential 
refrigerants are not being used. 

Finally, some participants pointed out that the 
Oregon State Legislature passed HB2021 which 
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requires electric utilities to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to 80 percent below baseline emissions 
levels by 2030, 90 percent below baseline emissions 
levels by 2035 and 100 percent below baseline 
emissions levels by 2040. This means that by 2040 any 
heat or hot water created through using electricity will 
be greenhouse gas free.

Some participants noted that electri!cation can 
have disproportionate impacts on lower income 
communities since gas can be cheaper than electricity. 
Education is important to help people understand the 
bene!ts of electri!cation. 

Lane County Actions: Lane County will advocate 
for a moratorium on new natural gas infrastructure 
for residential and commercial usage, for a tax credit 
for fuel switching, and for Energy Trust of Oregon to 
o"er fuel switching incentives. Lane County will also 
work to educate the public on the bene!ts of energy 
e#ciency and the electri!cation of heating, cooking, 
and water heating.

Explore adopting a C-PACE program for Lane 
County.

Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy, or 
C-PACE, provides a !nancing mechanism for projects 
related to energy e#ciency, water conservation, and 
renewable energy. The funding is long term, usually via 
assessment on the property’s regular tax bill. Approx-
imately half the states in the US, including Oregon, 
have a C-PACE program. Oregon’s program is currently 
only available in Multnomah County and there is a 
group of local governments looking at expanding 
this state-wide. If Lane County were to adopt a local 
C-PACE program it would provide another !nancing 
tool for businesses to invest in long term projects like 
renewable energy or energy conservation.

Lane County Actions: Lane County will support legis-
lation that creates a state-wide C-PACE program that 
local businesses, landlords, and non-pro!ts could 
access to fund climate-friendly investments.

Encourage home energy scoring/audits and 
building weatherization requirements. 

Community members stated the need for home 
energy scores. Home energy scores are calculated by 
energy experts who do an audit of a home and provide 

a score that indicates how much energy a home owner 
or renter can expect to pay. These audits also include 
a series of recommendations for homeowners and 
landlords to reduce energy consumption. 

One area of focus was on apartment and home 
rentals. Many renters are responsible for the utility 
bills but do not have readily available information on 
how much it will cost to heat their rented home. If 
each apartment was required to have a home energy 
score, renters could have a better idea of their total 
cost or renting. Additionally, the landlord does not 
currently have a !nancial incentive to invest in energy 
e#ciency upgrades. Having apartments scored would 
contribute to the marketability of the apartment and 
encourage landlords to ensure their properties are as 
e#cient as possible. 

The City of Portland requires that home energy 
scores be conducted during a home sale. If completed 
on time, it allows homeowners to !nance some of the 
costs of energy e#ciency upgrades along with their 
home loan.  

There were some concerns over the cost of home 
energy scores and the impact on social equity. 
However, home energy scores end up costing a few 
hundred dollars which is a small cost in the price of 
buying a home. Additionally, home energy scores 
for apartments would address an important piece of 
budgeting for renters; knowing the cost of utility bills.

Community members also pointed out that the 
State Legislature just passed the Energy A"ord-
ability Act HB 2475. The Energy A"ordability Act 
tackles high energy bills that burden working people 
by giving the Public Utility Commission (PUC) the 
authority to allow utilities to provide rate designs, 
such as discounts, that help reduce energy burden 
for low-income or other under-served customers. 
Additionally, the Legislature passed HB 2842 which 
increases e#ciency and weatherization to make 
homes of low income families healthier.

Lane County Actions: Lane County will educate and 
encourage cities to encourage or mandate home 
energy scores at the time of home sales or for all 
rentals.
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Incentivize decreasing building-related green-
house gas through the use of a local cap and 
invest program.

Several community members voiced frustration with 
the state and federal government’s inability to pass 
meaningful cap and invest greenhouse gas reduction 
programs. These community members suggested that 
Lane County determine an annual greenhouse gas 
emissions fee, the cap the overall amount of emissions 
allowed, and then decrease that amount over time 
and eventually reaching zero net emissions. This type 
of program results in an increasing price of green-
house gas emissions over time and raises revenue to 
be invested in greenhouse gas reducing actions. These 
programs are best suited for international, national, 
and even state levels but lacking action elsewhere 
could be implemented locally as was recently done 
in Multnomah County. There are equity concerns 
as these types of programs can be regressive but if 
properly designed, these concerns can be addressed.

Lane County Actions: In the absence of state or 
federal action, Lane County will investigate a local 
greenhouse gas cap and invest program by 2030.

Protect trees when developers build and plant 
more trees

A few community members commented that as new 
housing is developed that trees are protected. Studies 
have shown that trees reduce the impacts of urban 
heat islands. An urban heat island occurs when a city 
experiences much warmer temperatures than nearby 
rural areas. The di"erence in temperature between 
urban and less-developed rural areas has to do with 
how well the surfaces in each environment absorb and 
hold heat. Trees provide shade and reduce the amount 
of heat absorbed by the surrounding infrastructure.

Other community members urged the county to 
facilitate or lead tree-planting activities such as tree 
giveaways (with education), group tree-planting led by 
county sta", and create educational content to explain 
the importance of tree planting and encourage public 
participation.

Lane County Actions: Lane County will educate 
and encourage cities to protect trees when planning 
developments and encourage re-planting when 
cutting cannot be avoided. Lane County will look for 

appropriate opportunities for tree planting on County 
owned land.

Encourage Lane County businesses to track 
energy usage and report improvements.

Lane County Waste Management supports a local 
nonpro!t, Bring, to conduct their Re-Think Business 
program. Bring’s expert advisors conduct on-site 
assessments of businesses’ current water, waste, 
energy and transportation practices. The business 
receives recommendations, tools, and ongoing 
support to help them be more resource-e#cient. 
Bring also provides information about tax incentives, 
rebates, and grants. Community members spoke 
highly of Re-Think’s addition of climate-change related 
evaluation and encouraged Lane County to support 
an expansion of the program.

Lane County Action: Provide more support to Bring 
to expand their Re-Think Business program to more 
businesses while including information on reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Other energy ideas.

Community members included additional ideas 
such as geothermal energy exploration in Lane County, 
encouraging battery storage in homes, and small-
scale wind turbines. All of these ideas will be part of the 
e"orts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and build 
the resilience of the Lane County energy network, 
but will require more research and investment before 
becoming mainstream at a competitive price.

Stuff We Buy and Use including food, 
Agriculture, and Forestry products

Educational campaign focusing on climate 
change and consumption.

Nearly half of Lane County’s overall greenhouse gas 
emissions come from things we buy and use. The more 
stu" we buy, the more emissions are produced where 
they are made. It does not matter where greenhouse 
gases are emitted, they all add up.

Community members stated that they hoped that 
Lane County would develop promotional materials 
that prompted residents to re$ect on, “How much is 
enough?” Participants acknowledged that there is 
societal stigma around not keeping up with social, 
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consumption norms perpetuated by the media. 
Consumption is a highly psychological issue. However, 
as a consumer-based economy, we put ourselves in a 
double-bind in that if we don’t continue to consume, 
we risk people losing their livelihoods.  

People will need to be retrained to adapt to the 
changing demands of the economy. However, 
community members voiced concern that the scale 
and speed of change needs to be big and quick and 
will therefore make people uncomfortable.

Lane County Actions: Lane County will partner with 
other local governments and nonpro!t agencies to 
develop outreach materials that educate the public 
on the connection between consumption and green-
house gas emissions.

Reducing wasted food, food waste, and 
changing diets.

Food consumption is an area where consumers have 
a lot of control over their personal habits to reduce 
the amount of wasted food. Wasted food is food that 
is purchased, brought home, and never consumed. 
Wasted food also comes from farms, distribution 
networks, and restaurants. Nearly a third of the food 
produced in the United States is wasted. When it goes 
to the land!ll, it emits methane—a highly potential 
greenhouse gas—as it decomposes. Lane County has 
been working on preventing wasted food through 
the Waste Management Division’s Eat Smart, Waste 
Less (home) and Food Waste Stops with Me (business) 
program. Not only will consumers save more money 
by wasting less food, but they will be helping decrease 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Food waste is another outcome of our food system. 
There are parts like peels and cores that are not edible 
and they need to be disposed of properly. Ideally 
curbside composting programs such as the one in 
Eugene would be available throughout Lane County. 
In areas where that is not available, residents could do 
home composting. Another area for improvement is 
apartment buildings and other multifamily dwellings 
where they often lack access to good composting 
options.

Commercial composting products are available to 
people in Lane County through the City of Eugene’s 
Love Food, Not Waste Program and the City of 

Florence’s Flo Grow. Flo Grow has proven to be so 
popular that community members stated that they 
wanted the program to expand to o"er even product.

Other community members expressed concerns 
over the greenhouse gas intensity of some of the 
foods people eat. It was suggested that many people 
do not understand the climate impact of commercially 
raised beef and sheep products when compared to a 
more plant-based diet. 

Lane County Actions: Lane County will continue 
to o"er educational programs around preventing 
wasted food. Lane County will advocate to ensure that 
curbside composting is available for those who have 
curbside yard waste programs. Lane County will also 
continue to o"er programs like the Master Recyclers 
program that teach residents how to compost (and 
recycle). Lane County will continue to work with cities 
to ensure that people living in multifamily buildings 
have access to composting services. Finally, Lane 
County will develop educational materials regarding 
the greenhouse gas impacts of the foods that we 
consume.

Repair Hubs and Right to Repair.

Members suggested that Lane County should 
employ economic development policies to create a 
remanufacturing hub that diverts repairable items 
from land!lls to extend life of consumable items and 
the land!ll. There are many high-value items that are 
repairable but due to a lack of technological expertise 
the cost of repair is often higher than buying new. 
Working with public-private partnership Lane County 
should develop a repair-hub to repair these high-value 
items. Lane Community College could train workers 
and nonpro!ts could host the hubs. Skilled workers 
and existing infrastructure could attract other repair 
businesses to Lane County.

Several participants shared that furniture disposal 
is a key issue and that many furniture pieces can be 
repaired but are discarded instead. Furniture takes up 
a lot of land!ll space and the lack of skilled workers 
makes repair work di#cult. One suggestion was to 
drive consumer demand towards remanufactured 
items. For example, Orcas County has a “repairable 
items” section at their transfer station where residents 
can !nd repairable items for free exchangeorcas.org/. 
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Another idea was to have Lane County to continue to 
promote and fund Maker Spaces and Fix-it Fairs to 
share resources with consumers.

Closely related to this topic, participants expressed 
a strong desire for the right to repair legislation. 
Currently industries incentivize replacement and/
or force upgrades especially in the technology area. 
Community members voiced a need for European-like 
legislation that force manufacturers to o"er products 
that are repairable and to supply spare-parts so that 
technicians can do that job.

Lane County Actions: Lane County will explore 
creating a repair hub for high value items including 
looking at barriers to o"ering repair-related career 
and technical education, the funding of these hubs, 
creating donation spaces for repairable items, and the 
infrastructure needs to host a hub. Additionally, Lane 
County will support right to repair legislation at the 
state and federal levels.

Packaging concerns.

Product packaging can be wasteful, particularly 
the amount of plastic. Community members stated 
they wanted new policies to ban plastics, promote 
recyclable, wood-based and reusable containers and 
for locally sourced packaging. While an important 
component of waste management, these concerns 
need to be coupled with protecting the products 
being transported. Some products have a great deal 
of embodied emissions, emissions that come from the 
manufacturing of the product, and it is important to 
have su#cient packaging to ensure their safe arrival 
to their end use. 

Fortunately, the State of Oregon addressed this 
issue in the 2021 Legislative Session by passing a 
packaging extended producer responsibility bill. 
This shifts the responsibility of recycling packaging 
onto the manufacturers. Oregon is one of the !rst 
states in the nation to pass this kind of legislation.

Two other related actions were also recommended. 
Lane County should promote reusable packaging and 
bulk purchasing options at local stores. Purchasing 
in bulk can be a useful way to focus on reusable 
packaging. Additionally, it was suggested that Lane 
County should advertise the cost of disposal of each 
product on the packaging. 

Lane County Actions: Lane County will continue to 
work with the Oregon Department of Environmental 
Quality to ensure that packaging is recycled in the 
most e"ective and e#cient way possible. 

Promotion of local farmers through farmers 
markets.

Community members had strong feelings about 
promoting and supporting our local agricultur-
al-based businesses. They suggested that Lane County 
should promote farmers markets throughout the 
county in order to support local growers, encourage 
healthier eating, and to build the local economy. Rural 
community members voiced that farmers markets 
are helpful to low income residents when they accept 
SNAP bene!ts. 

Community members felt that by supporting 
farmers markets Lane County would gain multiple 
bene!ts: local businesses would thrive, residents 
would eat healthier and have better health outcomes, 
and farmers using greenhouse gas friendly techniques 
could help sequester carbon into the soil.

They also stated the need for better education 
about the relationship between the foods we eat and 
the greenhouse gas emissions associated with them. 
People pointed out that raising cows and sheep for 
meat result in a very high amount of greenhouse gases. 
They also stated that Lane County should promote 
feeding techniques that can lower these emissions. 
Members also stated that commercial and processed 
food results in more negative impacts to ecological 
systems and our health than organic, regenerative 
foods. Increased education about how food is farmed, 
produced and transported to market could result in 
behavior change.

Finally, stakeholders acknowledged that making 
eco-friendly food choices is easiest for those with the 
privilege of time, !nancial resources and operational 
kitchens. Lane County will need to be cautious to 
ensure that the bene!ts of healthy eating are not just 
con!ned to the upper incomes.

Lane County Actions: Lane County will promote 
locally-based farmers markets throughout the county. 
Lane County will partner with local, sustainable 
businesses to create an ad campaign to promote these 
businesses. Lane County will work with local school 
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districts to explain the relationship between climate 
change and food consumption.

Sustainable construction.

Emissions associated with construction come 
primarily from the materials used in modern 
construction practices. Concrete and steel manufac-
turing both result in high levels of greenhouse 
gas emissions. Community members suggested 
that the County explore opportunities to require 
new construction to use sustainable materials and 
materials that are not energy-intensive to create. While 
Lane County has limited legal authority over building 
codes, Lane County can commit to using sustainable 
building techniques such as certi!ed sustainable 
forestry products and low-carbon concrete for County 
owned buildings.

Community members talked about alternative 
building materials such as mass timber or cross 
laminated timber. These building techniques use 
locally- and sustainably-sourced, small diameter logs 
to produce modular building materials. These struc-
tures would replace traditional steel and concrete 
construction and result in lower greenhouse gas 
emissions while sequestering carbon for the life of 
the building. Members also discussed using emerging 
!ber technologies such as mycelium and hemp to 
replace traditional building materials.

Lane County Actions: Lane County will commit 
to using sustainable building techniques such as 
certi!ed sustainable forestry products and low-carbon 
concrete for County owned buildings. Lane County 
will promote the development of emerging markets 
around mass timber, mycelium, and hemp to replace 
traditional building materials.

Gas powered leaf blowers and gas powered 
mowers.

Community members suggested that Lane County 
should discourage use of gas powered leaf blowers 
and gas powered mowers. A participant noted that 
a gas-powered leaf blower can have a higher impact 
than driving. An equity concern here is the dispropor-
tionate impact to landscaping companies. 


